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Social - Technologycal

• Mobile 
Penetration: 115%

• Broadband 
penetration: 9% 
fixed (9%) & 
mobile (24%)

ICTs growth

Year 2013 (1) 

• The Americas: 11.7 
mt

• LATAM: 3,8 mt

• S. America: 2,7 mt

• Mexico, CA & 
Caribbean: 1,1 mt

WEEE growth
Year 2014 (2)

• UN initiatives

• Government
initiatives

• Private sector 
initiatives

• Global platforms

Initiatives

Source: (1) ITU Statistics & (2) Baldé, et al. United Nations University



Report on “Sustainable Management of Waste Electrical 
and Electronic in Latin America”

WEEE
MANAGEMENT

IN LATIN 
AMERICA

To provide an overview of WEEE 
management in Latin America

To identify challenges for
sustainable management

To outline a joint roadmap for
future implementation
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The first UN Report of its kind



Jointly developed by
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Country Assessment
Scope of the Analysis
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Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.



Country Assessment
E- Waste (France)
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Parties to the Basel Convention

Participant
Signature, Succession to 
Signature (d) Ratification, Acceptance (A), 

Approval (AA), Accession (a)

Entry into
force

Argentina 28/06/1989 27/06/1991 05/05/1992

Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 22/03/1989 15/11/1996 13/02/1997

Brazil 01/10/1992 (a) 30/12/1992

Chile 31/01/1990 11/08/1992 09/11/1992

Colombia 22/03/1989 31/12/1996 31/03/1997

Ecuador 22/03/1989 23/02/1993 24/05/1993

Paraguay 28/09/1995 (a) 27/12/1995

Peru 23/11/1993 (a) 21/02/1994

Uruguay 22/03/1989 20/12/1991 05/05/1992

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)
22/03/1989 03/03/1998 01/06/1998
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Brazil
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▪ National law called "Waste Law" states that everyone holds the responsibility for its e-waste 
generation. This applies to commerce and municipal activities as well as consumers.

▪ Federal Law Nº 12.305 on National Policy on Solid Waste, covers proper management of e-waste.

▪ Implementation regulations include tools for creating national policies and action plans for e-waste 
and its selective collection.

▪ The principle of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) is included in the regulatory frameworks of 
the country regarding the life cycle of e-waste.

▪ The Basel Convention entered into force in Brazil in 1992.

▪ There are companies specialized in WEEE management.
▪ Once recycled, it goes through a reverse logistics process.

Specific
Regulation

Public
Policy

International 
Commitment

WEEE
Management



Colombia
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▪ Specific policy on integrated waste management of electronic appliances
▪ Law No. 1672, defines the public policy guidelines on integrated management of WEEE. 

▪ Congress has established guidelines for the adoption of a public policy for integrated management 
of WEEE, under the guidance of the Ministry of Environment.

▪ Colombia has ratified the Basel Convention, under Law 253  in 1996 (which entered into force in 
1997).

▪ There are collection systems to manage computers, lighting, peripherals and batteries.
▪ There is no sufficiently automated technology for dismantling and recovery of materials.

Specific
Regulation

Public
Policy

International 
Commitment

WEEE
Management



Resultados

Country
National 

Regulation on 
e-waste

Public Policies
International 
Commitment

E-waste 
management 
technologies*

Argentina 

Bolivia

Brasil

Chile

Colombia

Ecuador 

Paraguay

Perú

Uruguay 

Venezuela
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*This is based on information available on identified patenting activity in these countries.



Conclusiones
1. Identify sources of WEEE generation and 

account for management volumes.

2. Deepen the analysis at the country level, 
including aspects such as key actors, social 
framework, cultural boundaries, etc.

3. Manage e-waste considering the whole life 
cycle.
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Legal & regulatory gaps for 
WEEE management

Non-sustainable economic 
models for WEEE management

Limited technological 
availability & technology 
transfer

Sustainability management 
across WEEE Lifecycle 
(illegal exports & 
environmental pollution)

Exclusion of the Extended 
Producer Responsibility (ERP) 
principle

Lack of knowledge of WEEE 
management 

E-Waste Management Challenges in Latin 
America 
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Lack of Global E-waste Management Standards



Propuesta sistema de gestión

Fuente: [4]



Recomendations
• Recogida 
• Almacenamiento 
• Clasificación 
• Peritaje 
• Reacondicionamiento 
• Desensamble
• Disposición final 



1. Identify sources of WEEE 
generation and account for 
management volumes.

2. Deepen the analysis at the 
country level, including 
aspects such as key actors, 
social framework, cultural 
boundaries, etc.

3. Manage e-waste considering 
the whole life cycle.
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Recomendations



Implementations NOW!

• DIRECTIVA 2002/96/CE DEL PARLAMENTO EUROPEO Y DEL CONSEJO
• PROTOCOLO DE MONTREAL
• PROTOCOLO DE KYOTO  



Near Future
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Need to design electronics whose different components and materials 
are easy to separate for disposal/ reuse
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